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M. P. Nayar* : Notes on Asian Melastomataceae (2)** 

The genus Hylocharis Miq. and the new combinations 

M. P. (2)** 

Hylocharis jgi: 

Miquel in 1861 proposed the genus Hylocharis on the basis of the collec¬ 
tion Teysmann s. n., the type of Hylocharis macrophylla from Sumatra. Ben- 
tham and Hooker (1865) reduced Hylocharis Miq. to the genus Oxyspora DC. 
All later monographers followed this reduction. This caused difficulties in 
the delimitation of two closely allied genera, Oxyspora and Allomorphia. 
The genus Oxyspora was originally distinguished from Allomorphia by the 
heteromorphous anthers and the fusiform capsule. King (1900) modified the 
generic limits of Oxyspora and admitted species having equal anthers 
{Oxyspora acutangula King, O. curtisii King). King (1900) gave more im¬ 
portance to the ‘open paniculate inflorescence’ and ‘double fusiform ridged 
capsule’ for Oxyspora. While for the genus Allomorphia, King (1900) attached 
importance to the shortly branched panicles and the urn-shaped capsules 
(not longer than broad). Ridley (1911) stated that King’s delimitation 
resulted in more confusion and commented as follows : “the only tangible 
character for Oxyspora is the dissimilarity of the anthers which is usually 
accompanied by the elongate capsule. But for this it would be better to 
amalgamate the two genera.” However Ridley (1911) delimited the genus 
Oxyspora by its dimorphous stamens and by its terminal panicles and he did 
not attach importance to the shape of the capsules. This resulted in the 
assignment of species having fusiform as well as non-fusiform capsules to 
the genus Oxyspora. Ridley (1922) further changed the genere concept of 
Allomorphia as he considered this as a genus of “herbaceous species with 
small flowers” and “globose capsules.” 

On the delimitation of genera Oxyspora and Allomorphia, Bakhuizen van 
den Brink Jr. (1943) suggested Oxyspora as a genus characterised by un- 
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equal heteromorphous stamens and a capsule that is much longer than wide; 
while he considered Allomorphia as a genus having equal or unequal, iso- 
morphous or heteromorphous stamens and a capsule usually as long as wide. 
Nayar (1973) has given details of generic characters of Allomorphia and 
Oxyspora. After studying all the specimens, a key for segregating the 
genera, Oxyspora, Allomorphia, Anerincleistus and Hylocharis, is presented. 

1. Capsule fusiform or urn-shaped, dehiscing at the apex without prominent 
valves : 

2. Stamens dimorphous and unequal; capsule larger . Oxyspora 

2. Stamens isomorphous, equal or subequal; capsule smaller. 

. Allomorphia 

1. Capsule turbinate, campanulate or globose, dehiscing at the apex with 
prominent valves erected during dehiscence: 

3. Stamens very unequal; inflorescence paniculate, and many-flowered- 

. Hylocharis 

3. Stamens equal or subequal; inflorescence in fascicles or pseudo-umbels 

. Anerincleistus 

The followings are the new combinations proposed in the genus Hylocharis- 

1. Hylocharis stellulata (King) Nayar, comb. nov. 

Oxyspora stellulata King in Journ. As. Soc. Beng. 69: 9, 1900; Ridl. in 
Journ. Roy. As. Soc. Straits Br. 79: 68, 1918; Ridl., FI. Mai. Pen. 1 : 767^ 
1922. 

Distr.: Malaya: Perak, Larul Peruh, alt. 666-833 m.. King's Collector 
2851 (Lectotype K, BM) ; Lower Camp, Guneng Batu Pateh, Wray Jr. 1224 
(Syntype K) : Gunong Kerbau, alt. 1666 m., May 1909, Hanif 3889 (K) ; Ibid., 
Robinson s. n. (K) ; Kelantan; Ridge of Gunong Sitong, 6 Mar. 1925, Nur 
12228 (K) ; Chaning, 9 Feb. 1917, Ridley s. n. (K) ; Pahang: Fraser hill, alt, 
1433 m., 29 Aug. 1953, Melville and G. H. London 4788 (K) ; Ibid., Gunong 
Peninjau, alt. 1433 m., 26 Aug, 1959, Burkill HMB 2035 (K). 

The open many-flowered paniculate inflorescence, eight unequal stamens 
and non-fusiform capsules with prominent valves during dehiscence indicate 
that this taxon should appropriately be assigned to the genus Hylocharis. 
The specimen King’s Collector 2851 is chosen as the lectotype. King (1900) 
included the material Forbes 3034 from Sumatra under his Oxyspora stellulata. 
The Sumatran plant however has obovate-lanceolate leaves, narrowly acute 
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base and 7-nerved leaves with the third pair of nerves arising near the 
middle of the leaf; whereas the Malayan plant has elliptic or elliptic-oblong 
leaves with rounded base and 5-nerved leaves with all the pair of nerves 
arising at or little above the base of the leaf. 

2. Hylocharis robusta (Bakh. f.) Nayar, comb. nov. 

Oxyspora robusta Bakh. f. in Meded. Mus. & Herb. Rijks. Univ. 91 : 282, 
1943. 

Distr.: Sumatra; Palembang, Moeara Mengkoelan, R. Rawas, Forbes 
3034 (Holotype L; Isotypes K, BM). 

Bakhuizen van den Brink Jr. (1943) described a new species Oxyspora 
robusta on the basis of material Forbes 3034. Since it agrees with the 
generic characters of Hylocharis, it is transferred to the genus. 

3. Hylocharis hispida (Ridl.) Nayar, comb. nov. 

Oxyspora hispida Ridl. in Journ. Roy. As. Soc. Straits Br. 57: 34, 1911; 
Ridl. in Journ. Roy. As. Soc. Straits Br. T9: 68, 1918; Ridl., FI. Mai. Pen. 
1 ; 767, 1922. 

Distr.: Malaya: Selangor: Mengkuang Lebah, alt. 1800m., F. Dennys 
s.n. (Holotype BM.) ; Ibid., Robinson s. n. (K, BM) ; Ibid., alt. 1533 m., 29 
Mar. 1959. J. Watt Smith 78847 (K, L). 

This is a very characteristic species having “horn-shaped trichomes” all 
along the leaves and branches. This is an endemic species restricted to 
Selangor (Malaya.). 

4. Hylocharis scabrida (Ridl.) Nayar, comb. nov. 

Oxyspora scabrida Ridl. in Journ. Bot. 62: 297, 1924; Ridl, FI. Mai. Pen. 
Suppl. 310, 1925. 

Distr. Malaya: Pehang Tahan, alt. 1833-2000 m., Mohammed and Haniff 
8131 (Holotype K.). 

The prominently unequal stamens and the nature of the capsule indicate 
that this taxon should be assigned to the genus Hylocharis. 
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